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Opening phase
I would Like to thank you for taking a time out of your day to meet with me Sruthi Chempati. Today, I would love to ask you some question about your position as Flow Cytometry Specialist at Champions Oncology, if that is okay with you. This will be very helpful for me, as I am passionate about going into the field. I want to gain some insight on what to expect from following this career path. I believe sharing some of your experiences will help me relate what I have read in textbooks to the real world. The interview should not take more than 30 minutes of your time. Again, I really appreciate you being willing to talk to me.
	
Why Biotechnology? 
· What made you go into biotechnology? Was it your personal choice or was there some other influence?
· I always liked biology in my middle school and high school. I didn’t find answers for lot of things I have read and wanted to learn more about it. It was completely my personal choice.
· Before becoming a flow Cytometry Specialist did you consider going into another career? If, so what made you ultimately choose Biotechnology?
· I wanted to work for a cancer lab since my bachelors. I never looked specifically for Flow cytometry but tried learning most of the techniques that will help in detection and treatment of the disease.
· Why did you choose to be in this instead of other fields such as engineering?
· I am an engineer too, I consider biotechnology as engineered biology where we use technology to meet with the life sciences to achieve the wonders we see now.
· Would you change career fields if you had the chance to?
· I wouldn’t change the career field, but I can have two careers when I’m ready for it. I wanted to be an entrepreneur too, for which I need to acquire some skills and experience.
Duties/Experiences
· How long have you been in the field? 
· Since my bachelors throughout my masters I’ve been working in labs and hospitals to learn required skills. I’m in the biotech industry for almost 2 years.
· Since you been in the field for 2 years, have you ever had other jobs similar to the one you do have now?
· A part of my previous job is similar to my current job but not completely same.
· Take me through a typical work day. What duties do you perform every day? 
· Flow cytometry work day involves sample processing, staining, running on the flow machine and analyzing the sample data.
· Do you prefer a large or small team? 
· Small teams are good to work with. I don’t have a problem in working with large team, but the communication is key to get the work done.
· What is your most memorable moment? 
· To see the data after all the hard work and when the company presents it in the conferences. 
· What kind of problems do you typically face during your shift? 
· Unscheduled work and lack of information from project leaders.
· Let say one of your instruments is not working? What would be your duties in that scenario?
· Troubleshoot and talk to the engineers to fix it asap.
Job in General 
· Do you consider what you do a career?
· Yes, a very responsible career where I am somehow helping the people suffering with cancer.
· Since this is your career, what do you personally gain from it, other than a paycheck? What do you enjoy the most from what you do? 
· A satisfaction of helping somebody with the knowledge I acquired throughout the years. Also growing personally with learning new things.
· Is there anything you would change about the work?
· I need to balance my work and personal life. 
· What made you choose to work at Champions Oncology?
· I was impressed with Champions personalized oncology solutions using PDX models. I wanted to be part of their labs and applied to my current position.
· What kind of skills or experience do you think someone should have before entering the world of Biotechnology?
· Lab etiquettes, an open mind, basics of biology, work responsibility.
Future 
· What should someone expect when entering the field?
· A lot to learn and chances of growth.
·  What do you think about the Biotechnology field as a whole? Would you agree that Flow Cytometry is somewhat the backbone of Biotechnology? 
· Biotechnology is helping to change the approach of treating a disease. I wouldn’t say the backbone but definitely a key technique of current biotechnology.
· Do you think that the Biotechnology field is missing anything? Maybe more women? Since Science is typically associated with men?
· I don’t think so, I see more women in biotechnology.
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]As someone who wants to go into Biotechnology and research, what is something you wish someone told you before you started your career path? 
· A brief idea would have been better to choose the right major in biotechnology.
Closing Phase 
Is there anything you would like to add that I might not have asked about? Thank you for taking time out of your day to meet with me and answer my questions. This is really important and also helpful for me as I'm very interested into Biotechnology.
